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16 DAYS _ THAILAND & LAOS & CAMBODIA THROUGH
BORDER

Highlight of tour: Pakbeng (1N) - Luang Prabang (3N) - Vientiane (1N) - Bolaven Plateau (1N) -
4000 Islands (2N) - Siem Reap (3N) - Phnom Penh (2N)

OVERVIEW:

By connecting people and culture, our Thailand, Laos and Cambodia tour will let you have chance to live and
breathe in all typical highlights of these countries. Start in the small delightful city of Chiang Rai with relaxed
atmosphere before taking deeper into peaceful Laos and mystical Cambodia. You will cruise down the
Mekong through rural countryside, hills and fishing villages to Luang Prabang, Laos' sleepy riverside gem.
Explore sacred caves and visit temples, monastic town before fly to the French colonial Vientiane then make
your way south to Cambodia, where you will discover the buzzing capital of Phnom Penh and Siem Reap, the
gateway to the epic Angkor temples. Let get packed and join us!

THE TOURS

DAY 1: CHIANG RAI ARIVAL

Welcome to Chiang Rai, transfer to your hotel for check in. Rest of the day at your leisure.

Overnight hotel in Chiang Rai

DAY 2: HALF DAY TOUR IN CHIANG RAI - TRANSFER TO CHIENG KHONG

Morning, have breakfast at hotel then transfer to visit Doi Tung (The Flag Mountain) known by locals as
Thailand’s Switzerland. Visit the Doi Tung Royal Villa, the former residence of the Princess Mother (Mother
of the present king) and houses a museum and displaying her work to improve the life quality of local tribal
people. Continue to Mae Fah Luang Gardens, a botanical park located on the slopes below the royal villa.

Flowers and plants grow among rock formations. Depart to Chiang Khong for overnight.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight hotel in Chiang Khong

Useful information:

° Distance from Chiang Rai to Chiang Khong: 100 Km

° Driving’s time: 2 Hours

DAY 3: CHIANG KHONG - HOUEI SAI BORDER - PAKBENG (BOAT) (B/L/D)

After passing through immigration, you will cross the Mekong River to Houei Sai in Laos where your
guide will be waiting for you at the immigration point. After completing border formalities, you board a
traditional boat for the trip down the river. The scenery along this part of the Mekong is arguably at
its most beautiful. En route, you will stop at some tribal minority villages such as the Hmong, Yao and

Khmu. Upon arrival in Pakbeng, you visit local market; experience daily lifestyle of colorful hill tribe
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traders exchanges their goods. Overnight in Pakbeng.

Meal: Lunch, Dinner (Compulsory dinner inside hotel)
Overnight hotel in Pakbeng

Useful information:

. Distance from border to boat pier: 15Km - 30 minutes for driving

. Type of boat: Private boat

. Maximum capacity: 50-55 pax (but normally, we use it for maximum 40 pax only)
. Houeixai to Pakbeng: 8 hours by boat

° Pictures as in the attached file

DAY 4: PAKBENG - LUANG PRABANG - PAK OU CAVES (B/L)

Today, you will continue sail downriver past areas of evergreen forest with small villages along the
banks and perhaps the odd elephant or two with his mahout. You will also visit a fishing village and a
rice wine making village, taste some Lao rice wine. Next stop is Pak Ou Caves noted for their miniature
Buddha sculptures. Hundreds of small wooden Buddhist figures are laid out over the wall shelves. They
take many different positions like meditation, teaching, peace, rain, and reclining. Arrive in Luang Prabang

late afternoon. Transfer to your hotel for check in.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight hotel in Luang Prabang

Useful information

. Transfer from Pakbeng to Luang Prabang by boat: 8 hours
. Water way distance from Pakbeng to Luang Prabang: 230 Km
. Type of boat: Charter boat for only our group

. Image of boat: You can click for reference in attached file

DAY 5: FULL DAY LUANG PRABANG TOUR - KUANG SI WATERFALL (B/L)

An optional early start gives you the fantastic opportunity to participate in the daily morning rituals of
saffron-clad monks collecting offerings of alms from the faithful residents. This tradition is very unique

in Laos, being the only Buddhist nation still preserving the procession.

After breakfast, we visit Royal Palace Museum, which hosts a range of interesting artifacts. Our next stop
is the magnificent Wat Xiengthong with its roofs sweeping low to the ground, which represents
classical Laotian architecture. We will also take a look at the Traditional Art & Ethnology Center to learn
about the diversity of Lao ethnic groups. We then visit Wat Visoun, dating back to 1513 during the
reign of King Wisunarat (Visoun), this is Luang Prabang’s oldest temple and was once home to the
Prabang Buddha.

Laos is also known for its traditional crafts, and today you will visit some local villages of ethnic minority

groups at Ban Ouay, a Hmong village, Ban Ou, a Laoloum village and Ban Thapene, a Khmu village. This
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then takes us to the beautiful Kuang Si Waterfall where you can cool off with a refreshing swim in the

pools or walk along the forest trails.

On the way back, stop to visit the Kuang Si Falls Butterfly Park (closed on Tuesday), one of the must-visit
spots. Return to Luang Prabang, ascend the 329 steps to the top of Phousi Hill for a beautiful sunset

view of the city and Mekong River.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight hotel in Luang Prabang

DAY 6: LUANG PRABANG - ELEPHANT RIDING (B/L)
After breakfast, our car and guide will pick you up at hotel for a drive to the Elephant Village, an elephant

sanctuary focus on protection and rehabilitation of elephants in Laos. Here, you will take a 30 minute
elephant ride on the Howdah (Elephant seat), follow with a return boat trip to the Tad Sae Waterfall
and spend some time to cool off in the clear water. Have lunch at the Elephant Village Restaurant (Buffet
lunch served with coffee or tea and drinking water). Back to your hotel at 1.00 or 2.00 PM. The rest of
the day is at your leisure.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight hotel in Luang Prabang

DAY 7: LUANG PRABANG - VIENTIANE - HALF DAY CITY TOUR (B/L)

In the morning, you will take the short flight to Vientiane QV112 LPQ VTE 07:40 08:30. Upon arrival,
enjoy a guided tour to discover the hidden charms of this capital city. Located on the banks of the
Mekong, Vientiane delivers a relaxing riverside break with a mix of French colonial architecture and
Buddhist temples.

Begin your day at COPE (Cooperative Orthotic & Prosthetic Enterprise), an association working to help
landmine victims. A visit to the center provides in-depth information about the history of the Vietnam
War and the lasting impact of unexploded ordinances (UXO) in the area as well as the efforts underway to

clear them.

Afternoon, continue to the Patuxay monument, Laos’ version of the Arc de Triomphe, where you can
climb the stairs to the roof for sweeping panoramic views of the city. Next stop is That Luang, a national
symbol (its image is on Laos’ official seal) and also the most sacred monument in the country. It was
originally built in the 3th century to house a breastbone of the Lord Buddha brought to Laos by an Indian
missionary. However, the current structure was built by King Setthathirat in 1566 on the site of a 13th

century Khmer ruin.

Head to the banks of the Mekong River for a stroll around and enjoy some drink and snack. Then have a
short visit to Talad Kuadin market before visit Wat Si Muang, which is very famous for its supernatural

power. A spectacular view over the Mekong River at sunset is a perfect way to finish the day.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight hotel in Vientiane

DAY 8: VIENTIANE - PAKSE - BOLAVEN PLATEAU (B/L)
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Free at leisure before taking a flight QV303 VTE PKZ 10:45 12:00 to Pakse, the biggest city of the
Southern Laos. Upon arrival, transfer to the Bolaven Plateau, known for its cool temperature thanks to
its location high above the Mekong Valley. Stop at a tea plantation, followed by a brief visit to Tad Fan
Waterfall, a picturesque twin chute waterfall. Last stop is at a coffee plantation. Overnight at Sinouk Coffee

Resort.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch

Overnight at hotel in Bolaven Plateau

Useful information

° Distance from Pakse to Bolaven Plateau: 80km
° Driving’s time: 2 hour transfer
DAY 9: BOLAVEN PLATEAU - WAT PHU - 4000 ISLANDS (B/L)

We leave Bolaven Plateau and enjoy a leisurely trip to the former royal capital of Champasak, our
base for exploring the ruins of Wat Phu, one of the oldest archaeological sites in Laos. This wonderful
archeological site of Khmer civilization dates back to the 9th century, predating the famous Angkor Wat
in Cambodia. A festival of this site is held yearly during the full moon in February and attracts
numerous pilgrims from all over southern Laos. We then drive further south to Don Khong, in the
South Mekong river region known as the 4000 islands, one of the most scenic areas in Laos. Overnight

in Don Khong.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight at hotel in Don Khong

Useful information

e  Typeoftransfer from Bolaven Plateau to Don Khong: By Car
e Distance from Pakse to Wat Phou: 40 Km - 1 hour transfer

e Distance from Champasak to Done Khong: 80 Km - 2 hour transfer

DAY 10: DON KHONG - DONE KHONE - DON KHONG (B/L)

Heading out of town, embark on a long tail boat for venturing into the widest reach of the Mekong
River, in the dry season the waters recede and leave behind thousands of islets, giving this area a
lovely name “Si Phan Don”. We explore the local peaceful villages of Ban Khone featuring an array of
relics from the French colonial era including old French colonial buildings and the remnants of the
first Lao railway with its locomotive. We continue to discover the 4000 islands area by tuktuk and visit
the marvelous Liphi waterfall, also called the "Corridor of the Devil", one of the most beautiful waterfalls
marking Lao border with Cambodia. If we are lucky, we may even see the rare freshwater Irrawaddy

Mekong dolphin at Ban Hang Khone. Overnightin Done Khone Island

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight at hotel in Don Khong

Useful information
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e  Typeoftransfer from Done Khong to Done Khone: Boat
e  (Cruising’s time: 1 hour and 30 minutes

. Boat’s capacity : 12 -15 per person / boat
DAY 11: 4000 ISLANDS - DOM KRALOR - SIEM REAP (B/L)

In the morning, we will take a long-tail boat to Ban Nakasang, from there drive south to visit
Khone Phapheng, which is considered the largest waterfall by volume in Southeast Asia, set within an
area teems with wildlife, creating a breathtaking scenery. We then cross the border to Cambodia at Dom
Kralor. Arrival in Dom Kralor Boarder, welcome by our guide then transfer by car about 6 hours to Siem

Reap. Overnight in Siem Reap.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight at hotel in Siem Reap

Useful information

e  Boatfrom Done Khone to Ban Nakasang: 30 minutes

e  Maximum capacity: 12-15 pax per boat

. Picture as in the attached file

. Distance from Ban Nakasang to Dom Kralor: 20 KM, 30 minute transfer + 30 minute visit

at Khone Phapheng Waterfalls Total: 1 hour by car

Dorm Kralor to Siem Reap : 250 Km - 5 Hours transfer

DAY 12: FULL DAY ANGKOR TOUR (B/L)

After breakfast at hotel, take a full-day tour exploring the famous wonder of Angkor Thom. Start from
the South Gate with its huge statues depicting the churning of the ocean of milk, the ancient capital of
Angkor Thom (built in 12th century), Bayon Temple (unique for its 54 towers decorated with over 200
smiling faces of Avolokitesvara), the Royal Enclosure, Phimeanakas, the Elephants Terrace and the

Terrace of the Leper King. Lunch atlocal restaurant

Afternoon, continue to explore Angkor Wat, the temple complex covers 81 hectares and is comparable
in size to the Imperial Palace in Beijing. Its distinctive five towers are emblazoned on the Cambodian
flag and the 12th century masterpiece is considered by art historians to be the prime example of
classical Khmer art and architecture. Angkor Wat’s five towers symbolize Meru’s five peaks - the
enclosed wall represents the mountains at the edge of the world and the surrounding moat, the

ocean beyond. Overnight in Siem Reap.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight at hotel in Siem Reap

DAY 13: SIEM REAP - SILK FARM - CHONG KHNEAS (B/L)

Today, you will travel out of the city to the countryside where you can spot water buffalos in swampy
ponds, kids in school uniforms on their bicycles and oxcarts. Visit a silk farm to see the entire process of
silk making from growing and harvesting mulberry as food for the silk worms, the breeding process and
life cycle of the silk worm to the spinning the silk, the dying process. Enjoy a delicious lunch at local

restaurant.
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Afternoon, visit the floating village of Chong Khneas located 10 kilometers south of Siem Reap. Take a
traditional wooden boat for a ride on the Tonle Sap Lake or Great Lake, one of the largest lakes in Asia
and flows into Tonle Sap River, joining the Mekong in Phnom Penh. See local life on waters with floating
schools, floating police station, and so on. It is same as a big village floating on the lake, and the "village"
move from place to place following water levels and current. And then visit “Les Artisans d’ Angkor -

Chantiers Ecoles” of Siem Reap. Overnight in Siem Reap.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight at hotel in Siem Reap

Useful information

e Distance from Hotel to Silk farm: 10 km and take 20 minutes for driving
° As the Silk Farm covers an area of 8 hectares, of which 5 are used for the mulberry trees
plantation, you will enjoy the beautiful setting while learning about the fascinating process of

silk-making.

DAY 14: SIEM REAP - PHNOM PENH (B/L)
Today, our car will pick you up for a drive to Phnom Penh through the National Number 6 (314

Km). On the way we stop to visit at Sambor Prei Kuk and Skun Village. Lunch atlocal restaurant
Arrive in Phnom Penh, transfer to the hotel for check in and refreshment. Overnight in Phnom Penh.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight at hotel in Phnom Penh

Useful information

e  Typeoftransfer from Siem Reap to Phnom Penh: Car
e Distance from Siem Reap to Phnom Penh: 314 Km

e  Driving’s time: 6 hours

DAY 15: PHNOM PENH - FULL DAY TOUR (B/L)

Start a full-day tour in Phnom Penh. First stop is Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, a former school was
turned into a prison by the Khmer Rouge regime in 1975. Next, visit Cheung Ek better known as the Killing

Fields. Lunch atlocal restaurant.

In the afternoon, you will visit Royal Palace built by King Norodom in 1866 on the site of the old town,
and the Silver Pagoda. Located within the Royal Palace, the Silver Pagoda is so named because of its floor
made up of 5000 silver tiles. The treasures found inside include a solid gold Buddha encrusted and
weighing 90kilograms and a small 17th century emerald and Baccarat crystal Buddha. Continue to the
nearby National Museum. Built in 1917 it is an exceptional example of traditional architecture and is
exclusively devoted to preserving and displaying Khmer art and sculptures, hundreds of pieces are

housed here including both pre- and post-Angkor [an pieces. Overnight in Phnom Penh.

Meal: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight at hotel in Phnom Penh
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DAY 16: PHNOM PENH - DEPARTURE (B)

Free at leisure until transfer to Phnom Penh international Airport for departure flight.
Meal: Breakfast

RATE: IT IS KIND OF YOU TO SEND US MAIL TO UPDATE RATE IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THE
ITINERARY

HOTEL CATEGORY:
Place First Class (3 & 4%) - A First Class (3 & 4*) - B
The Legend Chiang Rai (4%) Wiang Inn Hotel ( 3%)
Chiang Rai http://thelegend-chiangrai.com www.wianginn.com
Namkhong Riverside Hotel ( 3*) Namkhong Riverside Hotel( 3%)
Chiang Khong www.namkhongriverside.com www.namkhongriverside.com
Pakbeng Lodge ( 3*%) PakbengLodge (3%)
Pakbeng www.pakbenglodge.com www.pakbenglodge.com
Green Park Vientiane (4*) Ansara Hotel (4%)
Vientiane www.greenparkvientiane.com www.ansarahotel.com
LuangPrabang View Resort (4%) Villa Santi Resort (4%)
LuangPrabang www.luangprabangview.com www.villasantihotel.com
Sinouk Coffee Resort ( 3*) Sinouk Coffee Resort ( 3*)
Bolaven Plateau www.sinoukcoffeeresort.com www.sinoukcoffeeresort.com
Senesothxeune Hotel (3*) Senesothxeune Hotel (3*%)
DoneKhong www.ssx-hotel.com www.ssx-hotel.com
Tara Angkor (4%) Regency Angkor Hotel (4%*)
Siem Reap www.taraangkorhotel.com www.regencyangkor.com
Sunway Hotel Phnom Penh (4%) Phnom Penh Hotel (4*)
PhnomPenh www.sunwayhotels.com www.phnompenhhotel.com
WHATISINCLUDED

° Transportation with air-conditionin private
° Accommodation intwin/double shared room
° Boat trip as stated in above sights

° English speaking guide

° Admission fee to indicated sights

o Meals as indicated in the program

o Gov’ttax and service charge

° Luggage handling and drinking water

WHATISNOT INCLUDED
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Visa stamping fee on arrival

All air tickets quoted separately

Travel Insurance in all kinds

Single room (quoted separately)

Other foreign language guide

Peak tourist season or special eventrates

Tip, drinks and other personal expenses.
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